Do Great Apes Also Prefer Curved Visual Objects?
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Several experiments have proven human preference for curved over sharp contours. We think that this kind of preference and similar ones might have partially given rise to the emergence of aesthetics as a phylogenetic trait. However, this does not mean that this preference could be shared with other species. Given that nonhuman primates also exhibit visual preferences, it is conceivable that humans’ preference for curved contours is grounded on perceptual and cognitive mechanisms shared with extant nonhuman primate species. The main aim of the present study was to test this possibility by comparing, under similar conditions, humans and great apes’ preference for curved and sharp contours. Our results revealed both humans and apes showed a preference for round -as opposed to sharp- objects, albeit under different presentation conditions. In particular, humans preferred round objects under brief presentation conditions but not under free viewing time conditions. In contrast, apes showed the reverse pattern, preferring curved objects under free viewing conditions but not under brief presentation conditions. So, our results cannot refute the possibility that such preferences evolved independently and converged on a common adaptive solution.
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